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Abstract

As a result of their socio-economic and cultural disadvantages, the agency
of the stigmatized “foreign brides” has long been neglected, not to mention the
fact that they have been active in the formation of immigrant movement in
Taiwan. Crossing theoretical boundaries, this paper aims at critically incorporat-
ing research from social movements, feminism, and gender and development, to
analyze the formation of immigrant movement in Taiwan from an “insider” per-
spective. Employing Alain Touraine’s concept of “societal movement”, the author
is particularly concerned about “subjectivation” issues, criticizing most social
movement studies for neglecting the importance of subjectivation process. This
paper argues that movement is not merely formed by Machiavellian strategies.
Rather, the core issues should be subjectivation of participants in the movement,
involving delicate interaction between emotion and reason. Moreover, the
author discusses the positions of intellectuals in the movements, arguing that
intellectuals should see themselves as “conscientious wolfman” rather than the
leaders in the movements.  With more access to resources, intellectuals involved
in movements should devote themselves to the empowerment of the masses,
avoiding the possibilities of making a vital wound to the movements upon their
future betrayal.
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